	Subject Specific Vocabulary

	rockabilly  
	Mixes rock and roll with country music. It has a fast beat, strong rhythm, and often uses guitars and double bass.

	glam rock
	Usually has a strong beat, catchy tunes, and lots of energy, and it often mixes rock with pop.

	punk
	Loud, fast, and simple, with strong beats and short songs. Punk music often expresses rebellion or frustration—people use it to show they don’t agree with rules or the way things are.

	psychedelic rock
	Has strange or unusual sounds, long songs, and effects that make the music feel dreamy or trippy.

	heavy metal
	Is very loud, fast, and powerful, with strong guitar riffs, heavy drums, and bold singing.

	Bach
	A Baroque composer from 1685 – 1750.

	Beethoven 
	A classical composer from 1770 – 1827.

	romanticism
	A movement in art, music, and literature that started in the late 1700s and early 1800s.

	jazz
	Known for being lively, smooth, and full of energy.
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	Sticky knowledge


	[image: ]
	Bach (1685 – 1750) is a definitive Baroque composer. 
His composition spanned forces, from solo works (cello suites), to huge sacred pieces; from instrumental works, to collections of keyboard music.  
These compositions pushed contemporaneous instruments to their limits.
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	Beethoven (1770 – 1827) bridged the classical period through to the romantic period.  
He revolutionised orchestral music with his 3rd symphony (Eroica) that captured his inner struggle as well as the joy of life. 
Beethoven’s piano works and string quartets see a journey from strict, early classical form, to large-scale, romanticised works.  
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	Jazz, a genre originating in African American communities, had a significant impact on the development of popular music in the early 20th century. Artists like Louis Armstrong, Duke Ellington, and Ella Fitzgerald introduced improvisation, syncopation, and swing rhythms into mainstream music, influencing composers and performers across various genres. 
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	Rhythm and Blues (R&B) music originated in the African American communities of the United States during the late 1940s and early 1950s.  
It evolved as a fusion of various musical styles, including blues, jazz, gospel, and swing. R&B emerged as a response to the racial segregation and discrimination prevalent in American society at that time. 
In the 1940s, blues musicians began experimenting with a more up-tempo and rhythmic approach, influenced by the swing and jazz music of the era. 
During the 1950s, R&B further evolved as artists like Ray Charles and Ruth Brown incorporated gospel and soul influences into their music.  
In the 1960s and 1970s, R&B continued to evolve and branch out into different subgenres, including soul, funk, and disco. 
Since then, R&B has continued to evolve and influence various genres, including pop, hip-hop, and contemporary R&B e.g. Beyonce, Boyz II Men and TLC.  

	[image: ]
	Rock and roll was born in the 1950s and introduced a raw and energetic sound characterized by electric guitars, bass, drums, and often piano.  
It emphasized verse-chorus patterns, repetitive hooks, and memorable lyrics. 
Rock and roll emerged as a rebellious and youthful genre, challenging societal norms and conservative values.
Rock and roll borrowed elements from various genres like blues, R&B, gospel, and country. 
Rock and roll elevated the significance of live performances, transforming concerts into high-energy, visually engaging experiences. The stage presence, showmanship, and audience interaction that rock and roll artists pioneered have become defining features of pop and rock concerts across generations e.g. Queen  
Rock and roll laid the groundwork for numerous subgenres and offshoots, such as rockabilly, British Invasion, psychedelic rock, punk, glam rock, heavy metal, and more. 
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